Colleen O’Connell and Jeff Campbell were no strangers to working in the developing world when they first started bringing volunteer medical teams to Haiti in 2003.  Colleen’s commitment to international health initiatives was ignited when she spent three months in Kenya as a Red Cross volunteer, which led to a career in medicine and later extensive work in public health research in Southeast Asia. While in residency training she met Jeff, and in 1997 he quit his management job to join Colleen as the logistician for research on landmine victims in Mozambique.  Meeting many homeless children in the streets of Mozambique, they decided they would seek to provide a loving home to children in need of a family.  Their dream became a reality in August 2006, when Samuel and Vénel joined their new parents.
Colleen first met Vénel in December 2004 when she visited the Crèche de L’Enfant Jesus in Ti Mare with her medical team at the invitation of Gina Duncan.  On their next trip to Haiti, members of their medical team discovered Samuel at the General Hospital.  Gina had Samuel transferred to the Crèche when Jeff and Colleen approached her about adopting him.  Over the next year with Team Canada Healing Hands medical trips, Jeff and Colleen would visit with Vénel and Samuel, and the boys would join them at their clinic where they became honorary Team Canada members.  With the adoptions finalized, the boys came home to Canada with an already extended family of Team Canada members.  “Samuel and Vénel have made our lives complete, and we are forever grateful for the care and love the boys received at the Crèche.  The Crèche saved their lives, and helped fulfill our dream for a family”.  Colleen and Jeff continue to work in Haiti 2-3 times a year, and look forward to their boys spending time learning more about their culture and history.
The couple holds the Crèche in high regard and having visited many orphanages throughout Haiti during their medical missions they hold Crèche de l’enfant Jesus as the facility the rest of the country needs to live up to. Both Samuel and Vénel hold fond memories of the staff and are very excited when they get a chance to talk with “Mamma Gina” and “Papa Lucien” on the telephone. 
