Adopting – a Dream Come True
 

Adopting Josiah Lerne and Ana Widline has been a dream come true.  Before Bob and I even were married, we talked about adopting.  During the eleven years that we’ve been married, we talked and prayed about the possibility of adopting.  While raising our three biological children, we still held on to the dream of adopting.  Finally, ten years and three children later, we knew the time was right to add to our family through adoption.  

 

While going through the maze of paperwork needed to complete the dossier, we talked to our three children about the two siblings waiting in an orphanage far away in Haiti. At first, the children were just excited.  Then, as the idea of adoption become more real, there were times when the children were afraid.  What would these new siblings be like?  Would we love them?  What would it be like to be an interracial family?  These were good questions and we talked through them many times. At that time, Kristina, Aaron and Nathan were ages 9, 8 and 6.  We prayed for Lerne and Widline every morning, and talked about how scared they might be, too.   We learned Creole songs together, studied a Pimsleur Language course in Creole and read books about Haiti.  And as we prayed for them and waited for them, we all fell in love with these two children whom we had yet to meet.  During the 11- month waiting period, we eagerly awaited reports about Lerne and Widline.  When the reports arrived via e-mail, we’d read and reread them, copy the pictures for our refrigerator and send copies to other family and friends. 

 

On September 8, 2006 our waiting was over.  Bob and I flew to Florida to meet Lerne and Widline, along with their escort Gina Duncan.  The children were beautiful, healthy and obviously well cared for.  We had prepared ourselves for the possibility that they would be afraid of us, but both children easily held our hands and were very loving.  Gina Duncan knew the children well, and was able to share a lot of information about their lifestyle in Haiti, their diet and daily activities.  We spent four days in Florida, seeing the sights and getting to know each other.  Each evening, we would call home.  Lerne loved talking to Kristina, Aaron and Nathan along with my mother and sister.  Lerne would respond to every question by saying either “I am fine”, or “I love you”.  He was quite funny and warmed up to his new family very quickly.   Widline loves to be held and “snuggled” by everybody.

 

As I write this, it’s been almost six months since Josiah Lerne and Ana Widline joined our family.  We’ve had our first Christmas together, celebrated Widline’s third birthday and Kristina’s tenth birthday.  Together, we’ve been learning how to be a home schooling family of seven.  It hasn’t always been easy.  Some days, all the children fuss and complain and the day seems to drag endlessly.  But when I watch the children play together, when we sing, pray, eat and learn together, I know how blessed we are. Adoption has certainly been a dream come true.

