We are proud parents of biological twin boys, Jake and Josh age 17.   Next are Gabrielle 11, and Joselin 9, both adopted from Guatemala and Cindi 7, adopted from Haiti.   When we thought we might possibly find room in our three-bedroom home for two more children, we discussed it with these five.   All voted for it even though it meant sacrifices by all and sharing already cramped spaces.  As one of the boys said, “its what we do!”  We had seen the need in Haiti first hand when we adopted Cindi.  We experienced the joy children bring and we experienced the joy giving brings.   Our children have experienced that as well.  So two more children?  BRING ‘EM ON!!  

The oak tree in our front yard is probably 200 years old… it was beginning life when Abe Lincoln was born.   But now it is really being tested.  Our family grew from five to seven children and we all love this tree.   The two newest additions, Jeff and Roseline, arrived home from Haiti in June and neither spoke English.   But just a few minutes ago, Jeff ran into the house shouting, “Mom, Mom, come watch me!”  I went to the window and watched as he maneuvered up the tree.  I am amazed at how Jeff, only age four, now understands and speaks fluent English.   Roseline is six.  They are not biological siblings but learned in the caring orphanage that they would both be adopted into the same family.   They quickly became a family of two while still in Haiti and began to care for one another.   Roseline is the perfectionist who understands everything.  She is quieter but her love of family and home shines in her eyes.   She and her big brothers and sisters watch with pride as now Jeff, the family’s youngest, sits on one of the lower branches of the oak tree.  
I grab a quick cup of coffee and experience the seldom quiet of the kitchen.  The kitchen is the activity center of our house.   We gather around the table for meals and home-schooling.  At the day’s end, dinner gatherings are usually loud and messy, but always fun and never dull.  As I look around our dinning table, I see our boys; one with my sense of humor, the other with his father’s passions.  They both have my eyes, his smile.   Each of our children bring a diversity which is a part of two people (some unknown to us), but they are all present at our table every day.   There are different colors, different laughs, some with straight hair, some with curly hair… but all have laughing eyes. Sometimes there are uncontrollable giggles with hearts that are open and caring.  They are meshed into a family that is uniquely their own.
Adoption has allowed us to have a family that understands acceptance and love.  There aren’t many other opportunities in life that affect someone else’s life so profoundly.  Adoption provides an opportunity to bring a child into your family who may have come from an unfortunate circumstance so that you can give them a fighting chance.  There are sacrifices, but in the grand scheme of things they are nothing compared to the return the children bring you and the impact you have on them.  

The old oak tree has survived many Minnesota winters, hefty wind storms, periods of drought and periods of rain.    It has continued to grow and beautify our yard.  If trees could smile and talk, I am sure our old oak would say, “Seven children?  BRING ‘EM ON !!”
[image: image1.jpg]



A gift is to enable one who is seen as insignificant to live a life of significance.

The Wacker Family  (Jeff in center wearing  red and Roseline on right  in pink),

The Wacker Family

We are so fortunate to have Charles and Cindy Wacker as part of our C4C family.  Not only did they bring two children from our Crèche into their homes, they literally have brought the entire Crèche into their lives.  They are working on a donated food program that looks very promising.  Cindy is in the final stages of securing a large grain donation (25,000 pounds) and we are confident she will be successful in doing so.  Charles worked very hard to get a computer and software donated for John, our preschool teacher.  In addition, they have their long term sites set on starting a goat program (for milk) at the Crèche.  We are truly lucky to count them as friends, family and supporters. 

